Wh a1
Happeni

Volume9, Issuel?2 Decembef018 CHRIST CHURCH

CONSTANTIA

Just marri ed. . . .

Whoops of joyrom a and Colleen, to Michael
packed congregation Smith at Christ Church
greeted officiant Penny Joy During the ceremony
Dayds words: dénnysadThe fir

pronounce you man and in any relationship tise
wi fSatarday November  gift of mutudattractiong
10 produced a lovely giftof Grace 6 Her wi

afternoon for the wedding for Michael and Claires was
of ClaireAnne, daughterof f or them to 0]l
our rector, Terry Lester, power of Lovec/<

Proud Dad with the bride
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Advent, a time of preparation for the coming of Christ..

Jesusd birth ™canturwa s
that the Church in Rome in 336 settled
Father Louis Bank, on Decembe?5 chiefly to christiase
of the Christ the midwinter pagan feast Nfatalis Solis

Church Constantia Invict{the Birth of th&Jnconquerable
ministry team Sun)

Two centuries later we find the first
| have been asked reference to the season of Advent in
to write an article preparation for Christmas in the Gelasian
about the season  Sacamentary of the Church in Rome.
of Advent. Preparation extended over four weeks
before Christmas with the first Sunday in
Advent following the Sunday after the
Feast of St Andrew (November 30).

| am pleased for the invitation as one of
my concerns and campaigns has been to
restore the season of Advent in the life
and liturgy of the Church. In the Eastern Orthodox Chir¢he
preparation for Christmas laé@slays,

Advent marks the beginning of the . .
Churchds Year at t hSémllaﬁretrc])f téle perjod fgr,glhe Lenten IFaésth

. . with the first SL(J)nday ol ovsing ?hg
year in which we remember our

. : : commemoration of St Martin

beginning and our end in Christ Jesus
(November 11).

our Lord.
Advent is a fronto-back seasoitt.
makes us aware of the constant coming
of God in Chist as the origin and end of
our lives awe prepare to commemorate
h i fast doming at Christmas.

Origin: Advent developed as a solemn
preparation for the celebration of the
birth of Jesus, similar to the way in which
Lent developed as a penitential
preparation for Easter.

Christians became aware of the pre

The seasqn O.f Lentis s.ettbgdate of existence of the Christ who was revealed
Easter which is determined by the date of t o

. them i n Jesus. He
the celebration of the Passover. . ~
creationandresel s Godds pur g
Christmas was not celebrated during the creatonHe i s al so Godds

first threecenturies of the Cheh. While fulfilment of creation at th@ndb of the
there was speculation about the date of world.

d a
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During the first <ce
| i fe the f ulsdlvatiomog nt
t he wo rdeocdndaminghwass 0
one of its central expectations, as is
reflected in the letters of Paul.

St Bernard of Clairvaux (16B1563)
explained the season by saying that there
are three comings of Christ: first as our
redemption, then in our lives as our rest
and our communion and at the last as
our life.

Advent candles arel&h century
custom originating from the Lutheran
Church and now follozd by most main
line churches.

Accordingly imecent times Advent is Four candles are arranged in a circle in an
being celebrated as a season of hope andAdvent Wreath . three of which are

anticipation of the fullness of God into purple and one a reseloured candle
which we are being called in Jesus ChriSt'depicting the fnd Sunday in Advent

The celebration ofAdvent knownGauwkst €6 ( rej oi ce

in the West: On Gaudete Sunday the colour of the

As in Lent there are riloral decorations ~ Vestments may be changed from purple
in church.The liturgical colour is purple. 0 rose, although most parishes do not

The Gloria may be, and usually is, make provision for this colour which is
omitted in the Eucharist to tonevao only used once the year!
exclamations of glory until Christmas

The note of rejoicing in the midst of a
time of reflecting on juegent

Although there were quite strict rules of ~ €xpresses the Christian faith and hope

Day.

fasting during Advent similar terit that the Lord continually comes to bring
these have been gradually eased. us joy even in the midst of our failures
and despair.

Marriages were traditionally not

solemrsed during Advent or Lent. This  In the middle of theweath is a larger
no longer applies. white candle lit on Christmas Day.

In Advent every Sunday celebration of ~ On the first Sunday of Adventithas
the Eucharist begins with the lighting of ~become quite common to have a service
an AdvenCandle with a prayer of lessons, hymns and carols: Three

appropriate to tntheme of the Sunday.  !€ssons from the Old Testament, two
from Isaiah and one from Malagbeak

of the coming of the Lord in justice and
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in joy, followed by two Gospel readings, Postscript
one, the Annunciation to Mary and
finally the announcement to Joseph of
the birth of Jesus.

In the southern hemisphere Advent falls
in the summer holiday period for schools

anduniversitie® and the retail trade

On the first two Sundays of Adventthe  clothes itself in its most seductive finery
Gospel readings speak about the coming to entice customers.

of the Son of God. _ _ _
Christmas carols provide the musical

On the first Sunda ybadkgountdlir shdppifigios the
exhortation that his disciples should be  gfestal seasén

aware oaind prepare for the coming of _
¢the Son of Mn..with power and great Al are wished a Happy Xmake world
g | o(tukei1:27). has reclaimed the feast which the

Christans sught to annex for
On the second Sunday we hear John the themselvesdt has reverted to the festival

Bapti st @entarcaadhthe f or df theunconquerablsun.
cleansing of his baptismpreparation _ o _
for the coming of the Lord. While, as Christians, we should resist the

_ temptations to excess, cvand sel
Onthethi rd Sunday J o hnpddgendeewhishaaermuch of
moves from condemnation to t h festabactivity, we also recogmi

expectati on #egodie p rhatthkrdis dlilende of a spirit of joy
news® (Luke 3:18) of the one who is to and generosity at this time.

comet o f i || us Seitsh Godds Spirit.

that thethird Sunday has become known But it also true that at no time in the year
as 0Gaudete Sunday éqretheremoredeathsontheroadanda

greater awareness of the excesshs of

On the Il ast Sunday weglthyrafife depliv@ivhs & thélpgods.
purposes were to be fulfilled through _ _
Elizabeth and Mary in the bihtheir Seeking pleasuesthe way of the world

sons John and Jesus. d seeking joy is the spiritual quest.

One of my small successes in trying to
revive Advent was to get the Bishop to

@eeking pleasure is the way of change the name of the party to which he

the world & seeking joy is the invites clergy and spouses ofdibeese
spiritual questd at the end ofhristmhse vVye

Partyo tobtheXxmaoERdATrty

The season of Christmas starts on

Christmas Day and ends on the Feast of
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OWe can put Chr
Christmas by recovering the
season of Advent as the time of
preparation for the Christ we
expect

~

0

the Epiphany on January 6 each year.
Thatds the time fo
also a good time for Christmas shopping
as prices are usually reduced quite
drastically!

Advent has been converted into an
expectation of the coming of Father
Christmas!

Some years ago this was well illustrated
on the coveof a Christian magazine

0 Ch a l,6l ewnhg epublishedhas a
challenge to the apartheid government
and the Church.

On the cover was a picture of wayed
shepherds and an astonished Mady a
Joseph gazing atrib in which lay a

child dressed as a baby Father Christmag!

Some years ago the Roman Catholic
Church started a c
back into Christ ma
recovering the season of Advent as the
time of preparatiofor the Christ we
expect at Christmas.

i Come let

C74* 7y

Him

b

Christmas servicest
Christ Church Constantia

Sunday 23 Decembéd.30pm
Carols and Lessons

Monday 24 December
5.30pm Crib service

11pm Eucharist

,d

Tuesday 25 December

~ 7am Eucharist .
ampaign to put oC

5 0. \Wd5amabuchdrst s o

11lam Family service

1r i s
D Y
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War densd Rep o r tOurOutreach teamreco-ordinating the
Christmas Hamper project and planning

to deliver 300 hampers to give those less
fortunate a little cheer over Christmas

Thank you to everyone who contributed
to the activities on the weekend of
November. Not only did we have the

MorningMarket, which raisgdst short The cost is R120mamper and over the
of R4600Q we also had Dedicated next couple of weekends there will be
GivingSunday, the All Souls service and donation boxes in treaurch and shop
the concert on Sunday afternoon. for thosewhowould like to donateash.

Those who would prefer EFEBnuse
thechurch bank account and the
referenc&@Hampers.

Thefunds fromdedicated givingre the
lifeblood of thechurch.Thankyou to all

who dropped off envelopes or completed

the pledge f or maw n | emembranceDayoggunday v e n & t
yet, had an opportunity to complete the Novenberllmarked 100 years since the

pledge cards etc and return them, it is not €Nd of World War 1. Our services and

too late. Please drop them off at the sermons on this Sunday, which were
office or complete them online from the ~ Presided over by Bishop Christopher,
Christ Church website. carried this theme.
TheMorning Marketakings were A Service team lunch has been held to
say a very big thawku tolayministers,
Gate 3933.20 servers anthe retiredlergy, without
WhiteElephant 3 366.50 whom we would not be able to function.
Books 10123.00 Our next function is the Patronal festival
Cakes 4938.00 on SundaNovember 25 whethe parish
Youth 520.00 councillors will prepare a breakfast for
Bacon & Egg  2750.00 parishionerd\ote that there wilbeonly

one service that day8a80amand no

Boerierolls 2602.00 .
11lam service

Tea Garden 2172.00

Our annual Carols yandlelight will be
Garden Centre 3986.00

on Tuesday December 18, from 6pm.

Shop 5340.00 Please diarise a wonderful evening.
Raffle 3811.00 Wewish you all a blessed Christmas and
Stalls 3270.00 may you have a wonderful time with
46811.70 friends and family. Take time to enjoy
Expenses 900.00 the season.
45911.70 Manyblessings

Grant and Saskia
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Personality of the Month Mashonaland and he joined the Pioneer
. Column into what was to become

Rhodesia o0in a spiri

Donal dés mot her s f a
grardparents came to Johannesidurg
operhaps because of
climate and the lure of gold; they were
probabl y Jogherethiemotheror 6
was born.

Hi s parents married
builder. He built fortifications round the
coastat he ti me of Wor | d

The Rev. Donald Stewart

They had three children. Donald was the
OChr i st Chur c h yurgestandisyos theole survivor.

good pl ace t o Dbr&hertanded a-building contract in -
Johannesburg so the family settled in
Parkhurst and Donald attended Parkview
Schoal

His name is as Scottish as they come; he
played a big role in the extension of the
eastransept and the building of the
chapel and parish hall at Christ Church 6 They we r eopenfiefipand d ay
Constantia; he is married to a fong |l ovely weather. My
standing choir membéthey metonthe t her e and my father
beachd and he preachestousregularly,. Rhodesi a and used to

3

Our Personality of thidonthis the Rev Donald was baptised at 10 years of age,
Donald Robert Stewadta fine, with his mother and brother, John, who
endearing example of the humility we would go on to become a priest.

strive to aspire to but many of us fall

short of. The familyreturned to Cape Town and

Donald attended Sea Point Junior and
Donald was born in Sea Point. His dad  then the high school. He went on to
had been born in England but his UCT to study to become a quantity
grandfather was born in India where his  surveyor.
greatgrandfather servea the British

East India Company. As a student, he met the love of his life.

His brother knew a group of girls and
In 1893 grandfather had heard about they all met up on Noordhoekauoé.
Cecil John Rhodes 0sAmanygkhén waoJermifef Hinks. She
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next Thenwere arried at St
Peterds, Camps Bay.

The Stevarts first settled in Three
Anchor Bay but Donald was offered a
job in South West Africa (now Namibia).

OWe had a very happy
was made a swleacon at the Cathedral

of St George in Windhoek by the Bishop

of Damaraland, Robert Mize, an

American who was later deported

because of his views on government

policy. Jennifer worked as his secretary.

oOur daughter, Amanda, was born
there. o

The Stewarts returned to Cape Town
where their son James was born. Donald
worked for a builder before resom

had been born in England. Her parents  jith Bernard James and Parners, quantity
emigrated in 1946. The family settled in  syryeyors. He was made a partner in the

Just married... Mr and Mrs Stewart

Camps Bawhere Jennifer started firm in 1975.

school She later attendddllerslie

School for Girlsn Sea Poiraind went They bought a plot and built a house in
on to secretarial college. Hout Bay. They lived in Hout Bay for 29

_ years, with Donald being a warden at St.
Donald and Jennifer were engaged for & peter the Fisherman for many of them
year before marrying in 1965. Whilstthere his name was put forward

ol remember the da yBiSBOQ M%rvyygfprorpinaﬁpﬂ %n% I

had passed my final exams but | went to Donald was made deacon in 1995.

UCT to confirm it, O a8randtSearth® Wad drdhined Mitb the h €
had a beer with my student adlees at  priesthood by Archbishop Desmond
the Pig o6n Whistle 1t RogtdediosEdor geds

ol then took the train to Cape Town and A condition of ordination was theological
bus to Camps Bay angudyWhichDonhi®Phadbdumand Ifer 0 S

house where | mowed the lawn in he graduated withB.Th. degree from
preparation for the wedding reception Unisa.
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Bishop Merwyn makes Donald a deacon.

There came a terrible blow when
Donal dés br ot hier
charge at Holy Trinity, Belvidere,
Knysna, developdedukaemia and died
shortly after.

oOoHe was a |l ovely gu
oTal | , fair, sl i m,
reticentfhe di dnot t al k

A quantity surveyor, Donald was
involved in the extension of the east
transept of our church in 1984.

OA lovely job... thetone mason, a big
strong man, would go off and collect the
Table Mountain sandstone and hammer
away at it. 6 Donal d
for the building of the chapel and the
parish hall in 1992.

In 2000 Donald became assistant priest
at Christ Church Constantia where Keith
Griffiths was the rector. He did so with
the permission of the then Bishop of
Table Bay, the Rt Rev Christopher
Gregorowski (now retired but part of our
ministry team).

211

GSHAPPENING

Donald and Jennifer with you know who...

Donald retired from being assistant priest
in 20103 but keeps on going... he is still

J oahvary activehngemberpof theeniistry

team at Christ Church.

Jennifer meanwhile has sung in the choir
for years and o0l oves
dpes éerobies yatshe gyo.rDariddes to

rau ng o(odn aatt hil re t Bi sbhua p
laessa gqnwe ,hd alse | adildbs 6mo d

An inheritance enabled the Stewarts to

buy a plot and build a holiday home in
Bettyds Bay and for
have oOescapeddé to th
whenever they can. Theyd the

simplicity and beauty of the place and

love the walks there.
was al so on the

They also enjoy travelli@glthough
Donald hates flyinggardening,
reading...

] ob

Daughter Amanda married David and he
and his brother own and man#ge
Suikerbossie restaurant in Hoay B
where they live. They have two children:
Ross and Emilyson James qualified as a
lawyer but is a fuime musician, playing
thepiano and composing. He and wife,
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Lauren, live on the family farm in A Prayer for Advent
Franschhoek where they grow pears and

apricots. Theichildren are Jamie and God of God...

Jack. Only the sound of an infant

Crying in the night.
The Stewarts have lived in Farmsedge, A familiar, homely, human sound

Bergvliet for the past 11 years. Like the sound of hooves @lagstones,

Our interview cl os eldketgratg of gngins sethefiggscattle,
summation: oChri st LERecuURchtgraninthemouthg s
a very goodDagdHilce tXOX¢e o .

Like the rustle of hay tossed in a manger.

Li ght odnlytheiligiptrofta star
Falling on an infant in a crib

Li ke the | ightmnin a
Like the light in the eyes of a mother

Like the light in the learning of the wise
men

Like the light that lightens each dawn.

Very God of very God
Only a pillow of straw

And an infant in rags and tatters

Like the weatheorn blankets of
shepherds

Like dusty, travedtained garments of
travellers

Like old cloths thrown to a beggar
Like cloths stuffed in a stable window
To keep the draught out and the cattle
warm.

Politicians compete for theghest

offices. Business tycoons scramble for a
bigger and bigger piece of the pie.
Armies march and scientists study and
philosophers philosophise and preachers
preach and labourers sweat. But in that
silent baby, lying in that humble manger,

th.ere pulsemore potentla! power and With armsoutstretched to take him
wisdom and grace and aliveness than all
Fall across the manger

ég-e DrMeLs t of us can Ih theotn of & croSs.
rlan claren From India (in The Sign)

God is with usterribly, simply with us.
And the shadows of men and women
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Photograph: John Haresnape

The grounds of Christ Church Constantia were not only pumping with lots @nthusiastic
customers busy staltholdersand the loud beat of music at the Morning Market ofsaturday
November 3 but they weralsosmoking! Here the two Davidsd Williams and Daniek d show

their dexterity with the boerewors

Fund-raising fundi Axel had for business. The gate opened just before

. . 9 and thehurchgrounds were soon
us pumping and Sm0kmg """ abuzz, with plant bargains already being

It was rather hot but, to the relief of carried off The market raisgdst under
Morning Market convener Axel R46 00Q includindater book salga
WallanderSaturday Novembemas a splendid alfound team effort which

clearday. raised money for church projects.

The otroopsé r al l i eAxelwighes|toghankallthose whou p t h
stalls. The pari sh Wwoekedsohadte makeithednorning wi t
hundreds of books, our wéielephant such a roaring succésand we want to

mascot was ready in position, the braai  thank him for making it possible.
fire was liand The Shop door was open
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All the fun The many faces
of the fair............. - - of the Morning
: Market.................




